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Overview

ÅCyanobacterialHarmful Algal 

Blooms

ÅUSGS Capabilities

ÅOccurrence

ÅSpatiotemporal Patterns

ÅEnvironmental Influences



What Are Cyanobacteria?

Gloeotrichiaechinulata

Microcystisaeruginosa

Images from Rosen and others, OFR 2010-1289

http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2010/1289/

ÅCyanobacteria are true bacteria, but 

have chlorophyll-a like algae.

ÅStructurally the cyanobacteria are 

bacteria-like, but functionally they 

are algae-like.

ÅBecause cyanobacteria function like 

algae in aquatic ecosystems, they 

typically are considered to be part of 

algal communities (this is why they 

often are called blue-green algae).

CyanobacterialHarmful Algal Blooms


